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‘An essential volume for anyone interested in alternatives to the presumed universalism 
of theory and methods derived from Western contexts and agendas. While recognizing 
powerful institutionalized obstacles, the authors challenge the epistemological 
foundations of Sociology, and describe both recent transnational initiatives and new 
scholarship aimed at transforming the discipline by incorporating new knowledge and 
paradigms now increasingly encountered in postcolonial settings.’
David Szanton, University of California, Berkeley, USA and editor of The Politics of 
Knowledge: Area Studies and the Disciplines

An innovative contribution to debates on the internationalization 

and globalization of the social sciences, this book pays particular 

attention to their theoretical and epistemological reconfiguration 

in the light of postcolonial critiques and critiques of Eurocentrism. 

Bringing together theoretical contributions and empirical case 

studies from around the world, including India, the Americas, South 

Africa, Australia and Europe, it engages in debates concerning public 

sociology and explores South-South research collaborations specific 

to the social sciences. Contributions transcend established critiques of 

Eurocentrism to make space for the idea of global social sciences and 

truly transnational research.
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to 1940: an attempt to map networks and construct a theoretical 

approach, Eduardo Devés-Valdés; Social movements and South-South 
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alternative methodology, Sumangala Damodaran; Neoliberalism, 
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